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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed 3/21/2005 has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 15, 18, and 23 have been amended. 

3. Claims 24 and 25 have been added. 

4. Claims 1-25 are now pending. 

5. The applicant's arguments, see pgs. 12, 13, and 15 of the amendment filed 3/21/2005, 
with respect to the rejections of claims 1-23 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejections have been withdrawn. Upon further consideration, 
a new grounds of rejection is made as will be discussed in detail below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-11, 13-17, 19, and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Prasad et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,237,026), hereinafter referred to as Prasad, 
in view of Skarbo et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,317,777), hereinafter referred to as Skarbo. 

8. Prasad disclosed a computer conferencing environment where computers can 
automatically enroll to a conference. In an analogous art, Skarbo disclosed a videoconferencing 
system that includes a conferencing computer system in operation with a document server that 
provides a storage space for the various users or presenters of the system. 
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9. Concerning claim 1, Prasad did not explicitly state that each attendee has a personal 
proxy and a real identity as recited in step (c). Concerning the personal proxy, Skarbo states a 
document server that provides storage space for each attendee of the conference while the 
conference is in session. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Prasad by adding the ability to maintain a 
personal proxy as provided by Skarbo. Here the combination satisfies the need for a reliable way 
to get conferencing data to conference participants. See Skarbo, column 1, lines 46-48. 
Concerning the real identity, network users often have multiple email accounts and it would be 
obvious to maintain an email account separate from a conference server storage space. In 
addition, Prasad mentions the use of multiple network addresses (or an alternate network 
address) by one user at column 5, lines 43-46. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Prasad by adding 
the ability to maintain a real identity, separate from a personal proxy. 

10. Concerning claim 1, Prasad did not explicitly state moving conference information into 
the personal proxy as recited in step (d). However, Skarbo states moving conference information 
into storage space of a document server. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Prasad by adding the 
ability to move conference information into the personal proxy as provided by Skarbo. Again 
the combination satisfies the need for a reliable way to get conferencing data to conference 
participants. See Skarbo, column 1, lines 46-48. 

1 1 . Concerning claim 1 , Prasad did not explicitly state updating the conference information 
as recited in step (e). However, Skarbo states updating and uploading conference information 
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that is shared with other attendees of the conference. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Prasad by 
adding the ability to update the conference information as recited in step (e) as provided by 
Skarbo. Again the combination satisfies the need for a reliable way to get conferencing data to 
conference participants. See Skarbo, column 1, lines 46-48. 

12. Concerning claim 1, Prasad did not explicitly state a second attendee moving information 
into his own personal proxy as recited in step (f). However, Skarbo states sharing information in 
such a way that the information can easily be moved, updated, manipulated, etc. by other 
attendees of the conference. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Prasad by adding the ability to move 
information into the personal proxy of the second attendee as provided by Skarbo. Again the 
combination satisfies the need for a reliable way to get conferencing data to conference 
participants. See Skarbo, column 1, lines 46-48. 

13. Concerning claim 1 , Prasad did not explicitly state attendees moving information from 
their personal proxies to their real identities as recited in steps (g) and (h). However, since it is 
obvious to maintain multiple email accounts, it would also be obvious to move or forward 
information from one account to another account. Thus it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Prasad by 
adding the ability to maintain a personal proxy as provided by Skarbo and by adding the ability 
to move information from the personal proxy to the real identity of an attendee. 

14. Independent claims 14, 21, and 24 recite limitations similar to claim 1 and thus, the above 
motivation applies to these claims. This motivation also applies to those dependent claims 
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utilizing the same combination. For the sake of clarity, additional comments are made with 
some of the line citations that follow. 

1 5. Thereby, the combination of Prasad and Skarbo discloses: 
• <Claim 1> 

A method, comprising: (a) using conference software executing on an organizer computer 
system to define a conference and to store conference information associated with the 
conference, the conference information including a list of attendees, the conference 
information being stored on the organizer computer system (Prasad, column 2, lines 54- 
66 and column 5, lines 26-46); (b) at the conference a wireless device of a first attendee 
establishes wireless communication with the organizer computer system (Prasad, column 
3, lines 27-5 1); (c) if the first attendee is on the list of attendees then the first attendee is 
registered with the conference software (Prasad, column 6, lines 1-20), each attendee 
registered has a personal proxy and a real identity (Skarbo, figure 9, item 452 and figure 
3; see paragraph 9); (d) upon registration the first attendee receives access to updated 
conference information via the first attendee's wireless device (Prasad, column 6, lines 
28-34), the updated conference information including the list of attendees, at least a part 
of the updated conference information being moved into the personal proxy of the first 
attendee (Skarbo, column 1 1, lines 16-30; see paragraph 10); (e) the first attendee during 
the conference updates the conference information by modifying first attendee sharing 
information within the conference information, the first attendee sharing information 
* being information provided by the first attendee that is shared with other attendees, the 
first attendee sharing information being stored on the organizer computer system (Skarbo, 



Application/Control Number: 09/864,479 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2152 

column 4, lines 28-54; see paragraph 1 1); (f) a second attendee having a registered 
wireless device accesses the conference information as updated in (e) and moves at least 
part of the first attendee sharing information into the personal proxy of the second 
attendee (Skarbo, column 5, lines 27-39; see paragraph 12); (g) the second attendee looks 
through conference information stored in the second attendee's personal proxy and moves 
a selected part of that information to the second attendee's real identity (see paragraph 13; 
plus Skarbo, column 12, lines 8-23 for related email abilities in Skarbo' s system); and (h) 
the first attendee looks through conference information stored in the first attendee's 
personal proxy and moves a selected part of that information to the first attendee's real 
identity (see paragraph 13; plus Skarbo, column 12, lines 8-23 for related email abilities 
in Skarbo' s system). 

• <Claim 2> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the first attendee uses the first attendee's wireless device 
to update the conference information in (e) (Prasad, column 3, lines 27-51 for wireless 
and Skarbo, column 4, lines 28-54 for update). 

• <Claim 3> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the first attendee uses a personal computer to update the 
conference information in (e), the personal computer being coupled to the organizer 
computer system via the internet (Prasad, column 1, lines 32-44 for personal computer 
and Skarbo, column 4, lines 28-54 for update). 
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• <Claim 4> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the wireless device of the first attendee is taken from the 
group consisting of a WAP phone or a PDA, and wherein the wireless device of the 

second attendee is taken from the group consisting of a WAP phone or a PDA (Prasad, 
column 2, lines 58-60 where a WAP phone or a PDA is an obvious variation from the 
wireless devices named). 

• <Claim 5> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein a conference organizer defines the conference in step 
(a), the conference organizer also being an attendee on the list of attendees, the 
conference organizer attending the conference and having a registered wireless device 
(Prasad, column 2, lines 54-66 and column 5, lines 26-46). 

• <Claim 6> 

The method of Claim 1 , wherein a conference organizer defines the conference in step (a) 
by entering the list of attendees using the conference software and by entering a 
conference time using the conference software (Prasad, column 5, lines 26-46). 

• <Claim 7> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the personal proxy of an attendee includes storage space 
disposed on the organizer computer system where the attendee can store conference 
information, and wherein the real identity of an attendee includes a second storage space 
identified by an email address, the attendee using the second storage space to store more 
than information associated with the conference (Skarbo, figure 9, item 452 and column 
10, lines 16-17; see paragraph 9 for real identity). 
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• <Claim 8> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the personal proxy of an attendee includes a first 
mailbox, and wherein the real identity of the attendee is a second mailbox (Skarbo, figure 
9, item 464 where Skarbo's system has email capabilities and can use an email server in 
conjunction with the document server; see paragraph 9 for real identity). 

• <Claim 9> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the first attendee updates the conference information in 
(e) by providing links to selected information stored on a computer other than the 
organizer computer system (Skarbo, column 4, lines 45-54). 

• <ClaimlO> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the first attendee updates the conference information in 
(e) by moving the first attendee sharing information from the first attendee's real identity 
to the organizer computer system, the first attendee using the first attendee's wireless 
device to initiate the move (Skarbo, column 4, lines 28-54 where it would also be obvious 
to move information from a real identity or alternate email address, since it is obvious to 
move information to the real identity). 

• <Claimll> 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the part of the updated conference information moved 
into the personal proxy of the first attendee in (d) is an agenda of the conference (Prasad, 
column 5, lines 37-39 and Skarbo, column 11, lines 16-30). 
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• <Claim 13> 

The method of Claim 1 5 wherein the conference information stored on the organizer 
computer system includes a message board, the message board being accessible by the 
first attendee using the first attendee's wireless device, the message board being 
accessible by the second attendee using the second attendee's wireless device, the 
message board containing messages for multiple attendees (Skarbo, column 5, lines 15- 
25). 

• <Claim 14> 

A system comprising: a computer system comprising a wireless communication station, 
the wireless communication station being disposed at a conference location, the computer 
system storing a list of conference attendees (Prasad, column 2, lines 54-66, column 5, 
lines 26-46, and column 3, lines 27-51), the computer system maintaining a personal 
proxy mailbox for an attendee on the list of conference attendees, the attendee having 
another mailbox that is not maintained by the computer system (Skarbo, figure 9, item 
452 and figure 3, where Skarbo's system also maintains email capabilities as in figure 9, 
item 464; see parapraph 9 for another mailbox); and a wireless device that communicates 
at the conference location with the wireless communication station, the wireless device 
being usable: 1) to retrieve an indication of the personal proxy mailbox from the 
computer system, and 2) to send a message to the personal proxy mailbox of the attendee 
using the indication of the personal proxy mailbox retrieved from the computer system 
(Prasad, column 5, lines 40-46 and Skarbo, column 5, lines 27-39). 
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• <Claim 15> 

The system of Claim 14, wherein the indication of the personal proxy mailbox is the 
name of the personal proxy mailbox maintained on the computer system, the indication of 
the personal proxy mailbox being retrieved by the wireless device as part of the list of 
conference attendees, wherein the other mailbox is the primary business email address of 
the attendee (Prasad, column 5, lines 40-46, also where it would be obvious that the other 
mailbox is the primary business email since multiple email accounts, including business 
accounts, are well known in the art). 

• <Claim 16> 

The system of Claim 14, wherein the comjputer system stores a conference agenda, the 
wireless device being usable to retrieve and display the conference agenda (Prasad, 
column 5, lines 37-39). 

• <Claim 17> 

The system of Claim 14, wherein the computer system stores information about an 
exhibit of a first conference exhibitor and stores information about an exhibit of a second 
conference exhibitor, the computer system having an interface that allows the first 
conference exhibitor to modify the information about the exhibit of the first conference 
exhibitor but does not allow the first conference exhibitor to modify the information 
about the exhibit of the second conference exhibitor, and wherein the interface allows the 
second conference exhibitor to modify the information about the exhibit of the second 
conference exhibitor but does not allow the second conference exhibitor to modify the 
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information about the exhibit of the first conference exhibitor (Skarbo, column 8, line 59 
through column 9, line 5). 

• <Claim 19> 

The system of Claim 14, wherein the computer system maintains a message board, the 
wireless device being usable to place a message on the message board, the wireless 
device being usable to read a message from the message board. (Skarbo, column 5, lines 
15-25). 

• <Claim21> 

A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for performing 
the steps of: maintaining a list of conference attendees on a conference organizer's 
computer system (Prasad, column 2, lines 54-66 and column 5, lines 26-46), each of the 
conference attendees having a corresponding wireless device (Prasad, column 3, lines 27- 
51); maintaining on the conference organizer's computer system a personal proxy 
mailbox for each the conference attendees on the list of conference attendees (Skarbo, 
figure 9, item 452*and figure 3, where concerning "mailbox," Skarbo's system also 
maintains email capabilities as in figure 9, item 464); interfacing the conference 
organizer's computer system with a wireless communication station such that the 
conference organizer's computer system can communicate in wireless fashion with the 
wireless devices of conference attendees when the wireless devices are present at a 
conference (Prasad, column 3, lines 27-51); registering conference attendees on the list of 
conference attendees (Prasad, column 6, lines 1-34); and allowing a first wireless device 
of a first registered conference attendee to select a second registered conference attendee 
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from the list of conference attendees and to send a message the personal proxy mailbox 
of second registered conference attendee, wherein the second registered conference 
attendee has a primary email address other than the personal proxy mailbox of the second 
registered conference attendee, the primary email address of the second registered 
conference attendee not being divulged to the first registered conference attendee 
(Skarbo, column 5, lines 27-39; see paragraph 9 for primary email address). 

• <Claim 22> 

The computer-readable medium of Claim 21, wherein the conference has a duration, and 
wherein the conference organizer's computer system allows a conference attendee to 
access his/her personal proxy mailbox only for a period of time that roughly corresponds 
to the duration of the conference (Prasad, column 5, lines 33-39 and Skarbo, column 5, 
lines 35-39). 

• <Claim 23> 

The computer-readable medium of Claim 21, wherein the second conference attendee can 
use his/her wireless device to move selected information from his/her personal proxy 
mailbox into his/her primary email address (see paragraph 13; plus Skarbo, column 12, 
lines 8-23 for related email abilities in Skarbo's system). 

• <Claim 24> 

A method comprising: maintaining a plurality of personal proxies for a conference, each 
of the personal proxies having a personal proxy name, each of the personal proxies being 
maintained on a computer system and being associated with a respective one of a 
plurality of attendees of the conference (Skarbo, figure 9, item 452; figure 3; and column 



Application/Control Number: 09/864,479 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 2152 

10, lines 16-17), each of the attendees also having an email mailbox that is different than 
the personal proxy of the attendee and that is not maintained on or by the computer 
system (see paragraph 9), each of the attendees having a wireless communication device 
(column 3, lines 27-51); providing a wireless communication link between the wireless 
communication devices of the attendees and the computer system, each attendee being 
able to access his/her personal proxy on the computer system using his/her wireless 
communication device, wherein the conference has a duration, wherein each attendee is 
allowed to access his/her personal proxy only for a period of time that roughly 
corresponds to the duration of the conference (Prasad, column 2, lines 54-66 and column 
5, lines 26-46, and Skarbo, column 5, lines 35-39); and providing the personal proxy 
names to the attendees of the conference, each attendee being able to view the personal 
proxy names using his/her wireless communication device (Prasad, column 5, lines 40-46 
and Skarbo, column 5, lines 27-39). 

Since the combination of Prasad and Skarbo discloses all of the above limitations, claims 1-11, 

13-17, 19, and 21-24 are rejected. 

16. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prasad in view of 
Skarbo, as applied above, in view of Adamson et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,717,863), hereinafter 
referred to as Adamson. 

17. The combination of Prasad and Skarbo disclosed a computer conferencing system 
including a document server that provides a storage space for attendees. In an analogous art, 
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Adamson disclosed methods for managing connection addresses in a personal computer 
conference. 

1 8. Although the combination of Prasad and Skarbo did not disclose the use of an electronic 
business card by an attendee, Adamson 5 s system includes functionality allowing attendees to 
create, edit, send, receive, save, and browse electronic business cards. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
combination of Prasad and Skarbo by adding the ability for attendees to use electronic business 
cards as provided by Adamson. Here the combination satisfies the need for a reliable way to get 
conferencing data to conference participants. See Skarbo, column 1, lines 46-48. 

19. Thereby, the combination of Prasad, Skarbo, and Adamson discloses: 
• <Claim \2> 

The method of Claim 1 , wherein the part of the updated conference information moved 
into the personal proxy of the first attendee in (d) is an electronic business card of an 
attendee (Adamson, column 2, lines 26-40). 

Since the combination of Prasad, Skarbo, and Adamson discloses all of the above limitations, 

claim 12 is rejected. 

20. Claims 18 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prasad 
in view of Skarbo, as applied above, in view of Zoken (U.S. Patent Number 5,944,787). 

2 1 . The combination of Prasad and Skarbo disclosed a computer conferencing system 
including a document server that provides a storage space for attendees. In an analogous art, 
Zoken disclosed a system for identifying email addresses with specific host or domain names. 
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22. Although the combination of Prasad and Skarbo did not disclose an address with the first 
part being indicative of the name of an attendee and the second part being indicative of a 
conference name, such a naming scheme is well known in the art as evidenced by Zoken. Zoken 
states multiple examples of email addresses with a person's name as the first part and a company 
or group name (akin to a conference name) as the second part. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the combination 
of Prasad and Skarbo by adding the ability for attendees to use an address with the first part 
being indicative of the name of an attendee and the second part being indicative of a conference 
name as provided by Zoken. Here the combination satisfies the need for a reliable way to get 
conferencing data to conference participants. See Skarbo, column 1, lines 46-48. 

23. Thereby, the combination of Prasad, Skarbo, and Zoken discloses: 

• <Claiml8> 

The system of Claim 15, wherein the attendee has a name, and wherein the indication of 
the personal proxy mailbox has a first part and a second part, the first part being 
indicative of the name of the attendee, the second part being indicative of a conference 
name (Zoken, column 5, lines 46-49). 

• <Claim 25> 

The method of Claim 24, wherein the conference has a name, each personal proxy name 
having a first part and a second part, the first part being indicative of a name of the 
conference attendee, the second part being indicative of the name of the conference, and 
wherein the email mailbox of an attendee is the primary business address of the attendee 
(Zoken, column 5, lines 46-49; see discussion of claim 15 for primary business address). 
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Since the combination of Prasad, Skarbo, and Zoken discloses all of the above limitations, claims 
18 and 25 are rejected. 

24. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prasad in view of 
Skarbo, as applied above, in view of Bouve et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,682,525), hereinafter . 
referred to as Bouve. 

25. . The combination of Prasad and Skarbo disclosed a computer conferencing system 
including a document server that provides a storage space for attendees. In an analogous art, 
Bouve disclosed a system for remotely accessing a group of items from a database. 

26. Although the combination of Prasad and Skarbo did not disclose the use of a map of the 
conference location, Bouve' s system is focused on providing the user with a map of a specific 
location of interest. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to modify the combination of Prasad and Skarbo by adding the ability 
for attendees to access a map of a specific location as provided by Bouve. Here the combination 
satisfies the need for a reliable way to get conferencing data to conference participants. See 
Skarbo, column 1, lines 46-48. 

27. Thereby, the combination of Prasad, Skarbo, and Bouve discloses: 
• <Claim 20> 

The system of Claim 14, wherein the computer system stores a map of the conference 
location, the wireless device being usable to retrieve from the computer system and to 
display the map on the wireless device (Bouve, column 2, lines 45-52). 
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Since the combination of Prasad, Skarbo, and Bouve discloses all of the above limitations, claim 
20 is rejected. 



28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor Lesniewski whose telephone number is 571-272-3987. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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